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DECEMBER 2014 1ÈáâÚß á 1ÈÏÌ GOOD NEWS 

   I love Christmas lights. I know this might come as a shock (NOT), 

but I love the look of Christmas lights on a tree, outside in the 

darkness. I love white lights and colored lights. I really love the 

green lights that come off my Santa Yoda that is in my yard and I 

REALLY love looking at the lights on Christmas Eve as they shine 

from the trees in our sanctuary during the singing of ñSilent Night.ò 
 

   I must admit that I often want to skip right over the season of 

Advent to get to Christmas. But I also know that there is value in 

preparing ourselves for Christmas. There is something about 

lighting a candle every day on the advent wreath or opening up a 

window on the advent calendar. There is great value in thinking 

about what it means that the light of the world, Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God, is coming into the world, considering all the darkness that 

often surrounds us in our lives. 
 

   This year, during the three Wednesdays in December prior to 

Christmas Eve, we are going to be taking some time to prepare our 

hearts and minds for the birth of Christ. Christ be Our Light, based 

off hymn 715 in our hymnal, will be the foundation weôll use as we 

walk towards Christmas and the birth of the light of the world. We 

will look at how Christ is a ñlight for us,ò a ñlight for the needy,ò 

and how we can ñbe the light.ò I invite you to join us on Wednesday 

nights at 7:30pm for these special Advent series. 
 

   As we move towards Christmas, let us not just prepare by putting 

up Christmas lights, making cookies, and sending out Christmas 

cards. Let us prepare through worship, prayer, and loving our 

neighbor. As it says in John 1: ñThe true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world.ò  
 

   Our true light is coming to bring us hope, salvation, and new 

life. Let us worship him not only during this time, but every 

day! For that we can say, ñThanks be to God!ò Amen.  
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Brad 
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 YOUTH NEWS  

NO Confirmation Classes  
 

December 24 & 31 
 

 
Christmas Program Practice 

 

November 23 - December 21 
 

Please have your kids in Sunday 

School so they can be assigned a part 

in the Christmas Program 
 

Christmas Program 
 

Sunday, December 21 at 9am 
 

(during worship) 

Confirmation  

óChristmas for Kidsô Shopping 

December 10th 

Please meet at church at 5:15pm 

NO Sunday School 
 

December 28 & January 4 

 

 

 

    Silent Auction  

Saturday, December 13  

9am -3pm  
 

Items needed for the Auction 
 

Only new items-please!  

Attach your name to the items you  

donate so we know who to thank. 
 

Have your auction items to the church  
 

by Wednesday December 10th 

 

Contact Deanna Steinberger 643-5889 

or Pastor Brad with questions 
 

All proceeds from the Silent Auction 

and Soup Lunch will go towards the 

Youth Gathering Trip to Detroit  

  Youth Gathering Kids 
 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 21  

@ 10:30am  

  

  

 

 

     

 

                 Soup Lunch  

            Saturday, December 13  

                    11am -2pm  

                    Served by  

            Youth Gathering Youth  
 

All proceeds from the Soup Lunch will go 

towards the Youth Gathering Trip to Detroit  

Ski & Tubing Trip  
 

Monday, January 26th 

Look for more info in  

January Good News 
Christmas Cookie Baking Event  

 

Sunday, December 7th at 4pm 
 

Come bake some cookies, decorate  

some cookies, and enjoy  

a meal served at 5pm 
 

All ages welcome! 
 

Some of the cookies made  

will be given to our shut-ins 

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 

Luke 2:11 
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 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  

Holiday  
 

Worship  
 

Schedule  

December 3:   A Light for Us 
 

December 10: A Light For the Needy 
 

December 17: Be the Light 

Advent Worship Series 

Wednesdays 

7:30pm 

Meet & Greet the Bishop Worship 

Bishop Rick Hoyme will preach  

Sunday, December 7th at 9:00am  
  

Christmas Carol by Request Worship 

Request Your Favorite Christmas Carol 

Sunday, December 14th at 9:00am   

Wednesday, December 17th at 7:30pm 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

December 21st at 9:00am 
 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule  

Family Christmas Service w/Holy Communion 

December 24th at 4:30pm 
 

Candlelight Service w/Holy Communion 

December 24th at 9:30pm NEW TIME!  
 

NO Worship Christmas Day  
 

New Yearôs Eve Worship w/Holy Communion 

December 31st at 6:00pm 

New Member Sunday 
 

December 14 

Welcome our newest members! 

 

            OFFICE 
 

           CLOSED 
 
 

 DECEMBER 24-26   

             &  
 

    JANUARY 1 

Pastor Brad on Vacation December 26-30 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Monday Mornings at 10am  
 

December 
 

1st  8th  15th  22nd  
 

All are welcome to attend 
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 òSPIRIT OF CHRISTMASó DECEMBER 13 

Wednesday, December 10th 

9am-Done 

Peel, Cook, Rice Potatoes 
 

Thursday, December 11th 

9am-Done & 4pm-Done 

Fry Lefse 
 

We encourage young people and men to 

come and learn the art of making lefse so 

the tradition continues at Trinity. Sign-up 

sheets are on the table in the Narthex. 
 

Need lefse grills, rolling pins and covers; 

turners, and covers for boards. 

Pre-Order Your Lefse 
 

We are asking Trinity members to pre-order 

their lefse so that we can better judge what 

we need for the public. 

Price is $3 per Package  

(3 per package) 

Order Deadline is December 7th 

Pick-up is December 11th-14th 

 

Order sheet is on the table in the Narthex 

Thank You 

Peggy Danovsky 715-643-5858 

Marlene Edlin 715-643-5002 

How is it you donôt understand  

that I was not talking to you  

about bread?  
 

Matthew 16:11 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
 

AT TRINITY  
 

Bake & Lefse Sale 

9am-3pm 

Trinityôs Women 
 

Silent Auction 

9am-3pm 

Trinityôs Youth Gathering Youth 
 

Soup Lunch 

11am-2pm 

Trinityôs Youth Gathering Youth 
 

DOWNTOWN MAIN STREET  
 

Live Nativity at 4pm 
 

Lovelight Tree at 4:30pm 
 

Horse Parade at 5pm 
 

Santa Claus Arrives After Parade 

 
 

    December 13th 

 9am-3pm 
 

Families are asked to donate three (3) 

baked items for the Bake Sale. Please 

have ópre-pricedô baked goods to the 

Church by Saturday morning before 

the Sale begins.  
 

If you have questions, please contact 

Sandy Wheeler 715-309-2714 
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 POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP  

Order a poinsettia to adorn the church for 

Christmas services. Poinsettias are purchased 

óIN MEMORY OFô or óIN HONOR OFô our 

loved ones. Order forms can be found below or 

on the table in the Narthex. Sharon Seeger will 

coordinate this event. Please fill out the form 

below and return to: 
 

Sharon Seeger 

934 West Street 

Boyceville, WI  54725 
 

Make checks payable to SHARON SEEGER 

FOR $7.00 
 

Deadline to Order is December 14th 
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Answer for puzzle on page 20 

as are the flowers, so are the colors 
 

2 Esdras 9:17 
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 NARRATIVE LECTIONARY  

Keep this Book of 

the Law always on 

your lips; meditate 

on it day and night, 

so that you may be 

careful to do 

everything written in 

it. 
 

Narrative Lectionary Stories for December 2014 
 
 

December 7:   Esther 4:1-17  Esther 
King Ahasuerus was ruler over Persia at the time of the exile. Having eliminated one 

queen, Vashti, for refusing to degrade herself in front of his drunken feastôs guests, the 

King chose Esther to become his new queen. Queen Esther was a beautiful Jewish 

woman. King Ahasuerus promoted a man named Haman above even the princes. One 

day while Haman entered the kingôs gate he passed by Mordecai, a Jew. Mordecai 

refused to bow to Haman because Jews bowed only to Yahweh. Haman became 

enraged and plotted to have Mordecai killed. Haman approached the king and requested 

the kingôs approval to put out a bounty and a decree that all Jews would be put to death. 

Mordecai put on sackcloth and sat in ash ï a traditional form of Jewish lament. He then 

turned to his niece, Esther, who had become queen, for help. He implored her to ask the 

king to change his mind. Esther feared a wrathful reply. Mordecai reminded her that 

God may have put her in the kingôs house for such a time as this. Esther agreed, and the 

king agreed to her request. The Jews were saved and Haman was hung for his 

treachery. 
 

December 14:     Isaiah 42:1-9  Light to the Nations 
The book of Isaiah was written for three distinct time periods. Chapters 1-39 were 

written about the period when the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria. Its 

message was of warning of exile. Chapters 40-55 were written during the time of exile 

in Babylonia. It was a dark time for Israel and the message was one of waiting and 

hope. Chapters 56-66 were written after the people had returned from exile, and praised 

God for Godôs goodness and faithfulness to Godôs people. Isaiah 42 is one of four 

ñservant songs.ò In these servant songs God promises that an unknown servant (likely 

the nation of Israel) would come and administer justice to the nations. This is a message 

of hope for an exiled people, not only that they would be saved, but that they would be 

exalted to a position to bless all the nations with justice. 
 

December 21:     Matthew 1:18-25  Jesus as Immanuel 
The book of Matthew was written about 80 years after Jesus walked the earth. Early 

Christians were still working out how they were going to show up in the world; whether 

they would behave more like Jews or more like Gentiles. Matthew speaks to both 

perspectives, pointing out that whatôs important is not so much how people behave, but 

how God acts in the world. God sent Godôs son, Jesus, into the world to be God in the 

world. Jesus bridged the gap between God and humanity so that nothing could separate 

us from the presence of God.  
 

December 24:    Luke 2:1-20  Christ is Born!   

An engaged, pregnant couple head to the grooms ancestral home for a census so 

that they can be taxed.  Due to the census, they canôt reside in the inn but the 

kindness of the owner allows them to sleep in the stable.  A baby comes, lowly 

shepherds worship at the prompting of angels, and the Son of God is born. God 

is with us and the Messiah has come.  Though a story as familiar as any in 

history, the story of the birth of Christ continues to inspire us as the king of 

kings is not born comfortably or cleaning, but messy, just like us and for us.   
 

December 28:  Matthew 2:1-12   Visit of the Wise Men    
Wise men from a far off land come because they have heard that a king has been born.  

They find the baby Jesus with his parents and give him gifts.  But in the background is 

a sense of danger for King Herod has heard the same prophesy and wants to find the 

childôs location from the three kings.  But God intercedes and sends the wise men home  

on a different road. Even from the beginning, Jesus threatens the ruling authority 

because God is now doing something new.   

GLUTEN-FREE 

DAIRY-FREE 

WHEAT-FREE 

CORN-FREE 

COMMUNION  

WAFERS  

ARE AVAILABLE  

We are saving  

resources! 
 

You only need to 

fill out one  

Communion Card 

per year and 

all family  

members can be 

on one card 
 

Also 
 

Return Sundayôs 

bulletin to the  

table to re-use for 

Wednesdayôs 

Worship Service 
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All is Calm  
 

My first parish was on the prairie of northern Montana. Each year, the week following Easter, 
all the pastors of our denomination from Montana, Wyoming and northern Idaho would 
converge on Livingston, Montana, for our annual pastorsô conference. Now, for those of you 
not familiar with such important things, Livingston is known as one of the premier trout fishing 
locations in North America. My first year I was excited to take some time from the conference 
and head to one the great streams surrounding Livingston and begin the process of becoming 
a great trout angler.  I had no money, so I borrowed a fly rod from one friend, waders from 
another and a fishing vest from a third.  I bought a book on fly fishing in Montana, read the 
short story ñA River Runs through Itò and was good to go. 

I arrived at the conference and stored my gear, and began looking for Ron Johnstad, a 
longtime Montana pastor, a legendary fly fisher and a native of Pigeon Falls, Wis.  He would 
know where to fish, what fly to use and how to get there!  As a rookie, I was a little in awe of 
Ron and hesitant to bother him, but I took a deep breath, introduced myself, told him I knew 
where Pigeon Falls was, and asked what I hoped were not stupid questions. When I stopped to 
breathe he looked down at me and said, ñDonôt bother é the water is too busy.ò  

"Huh?ò 

ñThe water is too busy.  We had a lot of snow and the rivers are running high and full of 
sediment.  Thereôs too much in the water and the trout wonôt be able to see the flies that you 
are using.  The water is too busy. Donôt even try ócause you wonôt catch anything. I didnôt even 
bring my rod.ò 

ñOh.ò 

Thirty-five years later, I still remember that phrase, ñThe waterôs too busy.ò 

And I remember it most often this time of year.  ñThe waterôs too busy.ò 

My wife Diane and I went to a movie the other night at the theater in the mall in Eau Claire.  
The parking lot was full, the food court was full. There were people everywhereðand, it wasnôt 
even Thanksgiving yet! I turned to my wife and asked naively, (which, by the way, is how I ask 
most of my questions), ñWhat are all these people doing here?ò She gave me her ówho is this 
moron and why did I marry himô look and said, ñShopping.ò 

ñOh.ò 

As Christmas nears, the waters will only get busier. And we wonder why we canôt see Jesus. 

In my last congregation we had four Christmas Eve worship services. Each one would end the 
sameðwith the singing of ñSilent Night.ò  I would sit there and look out over the hundreds of 
people who would find their way to that sanctuary on that day and see in their faces something 
I never could see at the mall. I would see calm. I would see peace. I would see Jesus. 

So here it is; hereôs the catch.  Do whatever you do in the weeks ahead to get ready for 
whatever you do for Christmas. Be as busy as you want or need to be. But, DO NOT skip 
church on Christmas Eve (or Christmas Day). Just donôt do it.  It is one thing you can do to 
clear the water and make way for the Christ child to re-enter your life. It works. I donôt know 
how, but it works.  

Merry Christmas! 

Bishop Rick Hoyme  

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  

FROM BISHOP RICK HOYME  
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 HELP PAGE  

Food Access and Resource Center 
West Cap 

823 Main Street, Boyceville 
 

The pantry will be opened the  

following days 

 Thursday 3pm-7pm 

 Friday  9am-1pm 
 

Volunteers needed 

Call Melissa Wyss 715-977-1191 

United Way C-3 
 

(Located next door to Stepping Stones  

in Menomonie) Phone: 715-231-3066 
 

Accepting all items for donation except 

electronics and exercise equipment. 
 

Days and Times Open 

MondayðThursday 9amï 3pm 

Friday 9amðNoon 

2-1-1 Provides Free & Confidential Information  
 

2-1-1 is a simple, free way to connect all people in need 
with vital human services for everyday life or in times of 
crisis. By dialing 2-1-1 people are linked to information 
about local resources, from both government and nonprofit 
organizations. From the single parent seeking food for their 
children to the senior citizen looking for in-home care,  
2-1-1 brings people and community resources together. 

 

Call 2-1-1 for help with food, housing and shelter, 
employment, education, legal advice, emergencies, health 
care, counseling, physical and mental health issues, 
financial assistance, transportation, and more.  

 

When you call 2-1-1, you will talk to a trained resource 
specialist who has access to a comprehensive database of 
nearly all health and human services that exist in your 
community. Information and referral is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week throughout the year.  

 

Webpage:  www.211wisconsin.org 

Stepping Stones  
1620 Stout Road 

Menomonie, WI  54751 

715-235-2920 
 

Food Pantry Hours 

 Mondays  11am ï 2pm 

 Tuesdays  3pm ï 6pm 

 Wednesdays  3pm ï 6pm 

 Thursdays  11am ï 2pm 

 Fridays  11am ï 2pm 

 Saturdays  10am ï 12 noon 

 Sundays  Closed 

No one is ever turned away, however, 

recommended eligibility guidelines are 

that you are a Dunn County resident and 

your income is below 185% of the 

federal poverty level. Bring a photo ID, 

proof of your Dunn County residency 

(drivers license, utility bill, lease, etc.) 

and know your householdôs gross 

monthly income. 

Food Harvest Ministry 
Boyceville Community Center 

500 Charlotte Street 

Boyceville, WI 
 

next distribution December 20 

Watch for flyers each month 

Free Clinic of Greater Menomonie Area 
 

Mayo Clinic Health System-Red Cedar in Menomonie 

2321 Stout Road, Menomonie, 715-233-7655 

Level A - Southwest Entrance 
 

Medical services are provided to anyone that is uninsured 

or uninsurable and has a household income of 200% or 

less of the Federal Poverty Level.  
 

Clinic is open on Tuesdays. Registration is from 5-7pm. 

(Please do not arrive before 5pm)  

Walk-ins only. Appointments are not given. 
 
 

What information do I need to bring with me? 

¶  List of current medications 

¶  Health history information 

¶  Recent test results 

 ̧  Proof of income- required for some services 
 

For more information check the church bulletin board or 

www.menomoniefreeclinic.org 
 

Donations can be mailed to the following: 

Free Clinic of the Greater Menomonie Area 

PO Box 624, Menomonie, WI  54751 

The Coat Closet 
Located in the alley behind This, That & Everything building in 

Boyceville. On food distribution Saturdays, open 8:30am-1pm. On 

non-food distribution Saturdays, open 9am-12:30pm.  

Winter Haven is a warming shelter sponsored by Stepping 

Stones & St. Joeôs Catholic Church that provides a warm, safe 

place for guests to shelter overnight.  

                        Contact Heidi Hooten 715-235-2920 
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 TRINITY MISSIONS  

            CHRISTMAS FOR PINE RIDGE  
We are collecting small toys, kids outfits, small stuffed animals,  

        and kids essentials like socks, underwear, toiletries,  

                to send to Pine Ridge for Christmas 
 

         Please bring unwrapped items to the church  

                 and place in the Pine Ridge bin by   

                      Wednesday, December 17th 

 

                   Questions?  Talk to Pastor Brad 

 

West Cap Holiday Gift Program 
 

On the Christmas tree in the Narthex are tags 

for needy kids in our area. Please take a tag 

for a child and help make their Christmas a 

little brighter. The tag includes items wanted/

needed for that child along with the childôs 

code. Gifts do not need to be wrapped, but 

clearly mark them with the childôs code. You 

can drop off the gifts at the church no later 

than December 13th.  
 

Thank you for helping a local family in 

need this Holiday Season! 

Christmas Cookie Baking Event  
 

Sunday, December 7
th

 at 4pm 
 

Come bake some cookies,  

decorate  some cookies,  

and enjoy a meal served at 5pm 
 

           All ages welcome! 
 

          Some of the cookies  

             made will be given  

               to our shut-ins 

On November 14th, the high School youth at their Lock-In did a ñScavenger Hunt for Hunger.ò   

They raised $280 and collected 194 pounds of food.  Way to go!  29 youth attended the lock-in.  

 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;  

and they knelt down and paid him homage.  

Then, opening their treasure chests,  

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

Matthew 2:11 


